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By Cllr Jonathan Nunn, Leader of West 
Northamptonshire Council 
It's been one year since our Council was launched – born 
from the biggest restructure of local government in 
Northamptonshire in over 40 years. 
Since replacing the previous district, borough and county 
councils on 1 April last year we have been making good 
progress on our fresh start to deliver better local public 
services across Daventry, Northampton and South 
Northants areas. 
We have laid foundations for the future through our 
ambitious Corporate Plan and shaping a number of 
important strategies, including our anti-poverty strategy, 
and a bold new approach for quality of inward investment. 
Other transformational plans taking shape include 
progressing work to join up health and social care services 
to help people live their best lives, and striving to make 
West Northants a more sustainable place to live and work, 
to protect and improve the local environment, economy and 
society for future generations. 
I’m pleased to say our Council now heads into its second 
year with a balanced budget and additional investment in 
services ahead. We are really proud of everything that’s 
been achieved in our first year, as well as the great spirit 
and resilience of local communities and their continued 
support along the way. Parish and town councils have 
played a key role in supporting the excellent progress made 
so far, so thank you for your ongoing involvement and 
input - we know we’re still near the beginning of our 
journey and there’s much more work to be done, but it’s a 
great start. 
We'll be preparing a more detailed review of how our 
Council has performed over the past year, plus our future plans for 2022/23. In the 
meantime, please read on for a flavour of just a few of the many highlights as we’ve worked 
towards our priorities this year.  

A year of challenges and achievements 

Welcome to the latest new Town and Parish Briefing, bringing you a monthly round-up of 
the news, activities and information about West Northamptonshire Council. 
We hope you’ll find this briefing informative and encourage you to share it widely within 
your organisations. If you have ideas and suggestions on future content please email us at 
communications@westnorthants.gov.uk 
 

mailto:communications@westnorthants.gov.uk


   
 

   
 

What we’ve been doing in our first year – some of our highlights 
Our Priority: Improved life chances 
• Supporting and guiding residents and businesses through 

the covid pandemic 
• Continuing the improvement journey in children’s services 

as recognised by Ofsted 
• Progressing plans to join up health and social care 

services 
• Helping the most vulnerable including free school meals, 

funds to help households with food and energy bills, 
resettling Afghan families and beginning to co-ordinate 
the Government’s Ukraine response locally. 

• We distributed over £1.5m to residents suffering hardship 
over the winter period. 

• Developing our Anti-Poverty Strategy with partner organisations and charities 
• Continuing to build high quality council homes 
• Council Tax reduction scheme and improving financial support for care leavers 
• Allocating school places and proposals for a new secondary school Proposal for Moulton  
• Staging a range of events to celebrate our communities, equality and diversity – including the Male 

Role Model & Inspirational Women awards 
• Awareness and commemoration days and events –Pride, Armed Forces Day, International Day of 

Disabilities and Black History Month  
• Developing the Armed Forces Covenant and establishing new armed forces hubs 
• New customer experience strategy to improve how residents access our services 
• Our One Stop Shop has remained open throughout the pandemic, ensuring frontline support was 

available for our vulnerable customers 
• Providing accommodation and support for rough sleepers. 
 
Our Priority: Green and clean places 
• Shaping our new sustainability goals - to net zero the Council’s own emissions by 2030 and those of 

residents and businesses by 2045 
• Retaining Green Flag awards for our high-quality 

parks 
• Developing Towcester Watermeadows and 

encouraging community tree planting 
• £6.2m grant for community flood protection 

scheme for Collingtree area 
• Installing new electric charge points across West 

Northants 
• Crackdowns and prosecutions on environmental 

offenders, from fly-tipping and food safety to 
Trading Standards 

• New litter charter and community litter-picking initiatives 
• Grants for landowners to tackle fly tipping  
• Successfully applying for DEFRA Air Quality funding 
• Currently consulting on two public protection orders in the Daventry and South areas 
• Developing and now implementing our fly tipping charter with investment in cameras across West 

Northants. 
• Refurbishing and reopening Farthinghoe Recycling Centre. 



   
 

   
 

Our Priority: Economic Development 
• Submitting a bid for city status for Northampton 
• Securing £37m funding for regenerating Northampton 

town centre and Market Square 
• Delivering Daventry's new cinema complex 
• Redeveloping Brackley Library and delivering our award-

winning ‘For the Love of Books’ reading challenge to 
over a thousand residents Consulting on shaping our 
Strategic Plan 

• Supporting businesses and start-ups with funding, advice 
and support 

• We provided financial support to thousands of local businesses across West Northants to help them 
through the pandemic, distributing grants totalling nearly £6m from government support schemes. 
 

Our Priority: Connected Communities 
• Embarking on a major roads improvement programme 
• Starting on site constructing the North-west Relief 

Toad.  
• Making plans and funding bids to improve bus services 
• Developing a strong partnership with rail operators and 

England’s Economic Heartland  helping to develop a 
future West Northants rail strategy 

• Extending Northampton's public e-scooter scheme 
• Shaping and progressing our future highways maintenance service and transport infrastructure 
• Development of an Active Travel Strategy looking across West Northants to ensure we have a 

pipeline a projects such as improved cycling links at Brackley and to our country parks as well as 
seeking improved ways to work and safe routes to schools.  

• Appointment of a new HS2 warden to ensure the construction of the HS2 link is controlled. 

 
Priority: Thriving villages and towns 
• Localising planning arrangements and simplified, more effective planning enforcement 
• Investing in a host of initiatives to make communities safer 
• Distributing grant funding for community and voluntary groups 
• Re-opening the refurbished and extended 

Northampton Museum and Art Gallery 
• Showcasing our heritage with open days and 

supporting the Go Northamptonshire 
destination campaign 

• Redevelopment of Avenue campus into 170 
new homes  

• Working with parishes on Neighbourhood 
development plans and conservation area 
appraisals 

• Designated conservation areas for Spratton 
and Hellidon with neighbourhood plans agreed 
for Ashton, Clipston, Hackleton and Overstone with a Village Design Statement agreed for 
Deanshanger. 

• Reopening the Museum representing the history of West Northants. 
 



   
 

   
 

Our Priority: Robust resource management and good governance 
 

• Capping Council Tax rises at £99 per year 
• On target to deliver our first year on budget, and setting a 
balanced budget for the year ahead and making robust plans to 
tackle financial challenges 
• Working to join up local services across the whole West 
Northants area, to make them better and more cost-effective 
• Ensuring business continuity from the legacy councils; all 
staff and suppliers paid, no disruptions 
• Holding our first ever unitary elections 

• Staging hybrid Council meetings to improve access and convenience for our residents 
• Reviewing our Constitution and improving the decision-making process 
• Delivering the Annual canvass and 2021 Census  
• Responding to major incidents including Health and Care and our major IT emergency 
• Preparing for major incidents with robust procedures in place in the event of floods, storms and 

business continuity.  
• The teams have answered an average of 27,000 calls a month, with an additional 9,000 enquiries 

per month being handled via email. 
 
Read more about the Council’s Vision, Corporate Plan and priorities on our website 
  
 
 

A rural bus route linking Daventry with Banbury is set to continue through the summer after the Council 
reached a deal with its operator. 
Stagecoach West announced earlier this year that its 200 strong bus service would cease on 2 April due to 
low passenger numbers. 
However, WNC and Oxfordshire County Council have now jointly made arrangements with Stagecoach 
West to fund the service on its current timetable until 27 August. 
This will give us time to carry out a comprehensive 
review of bus services across West Northamptonshire, 
in order to determine how best to support public 
transport across the network in future. 
The 200 service runs from about 7am until 6.25pm on 
weekdays and between 8am and 6.25pm on 
Saturdays, providing a link between Daventry and 
Banbury and stopping at a number of villages 
including Chipping Warden, Byfield, Woodford Halse, 
Charwelton and Badby. 
Cllr Phil Larratt, Cabinet Member for Environment, 
Transport, Highways and Waste, said: “Bus services 
such as this offer a lifeline to people in our rural 
communities, so we are pleased to work alongside 
Oxfordshire County Council in order to step in and offer this support, allowing this important route to 
continue running during the summer. 
“This will give us time to carry out a wide-ranging review of bus services right across West 
Northamptonshire, in order to find solutions that will offer the best possible outcomes for our 
communities.” 
 

    Rural bus route to continue through summer 

 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/corporate-plan


   
 

   
 

 
 
 

Our Council continues to progress the procurement of 
our new highways services contract.  

Following a further round of evaluating the tenders from 
bidders, the number of bidders has been reduced from 
four to three.  

The final round of dialogue with the remaining bidders 
has now concluded and bidders have been invited to 
submit their final tenders.  

These will be evaluated during April and May with an 
award anticipated in June.  

The new provider will have a mobilisation period in 
advance of starting to deliver services for West Northamptonshire from the middle of September.  

Meanwhile, we are also establishing our own highways and transport services team, which will be in place 
to oversee and work with the new provider from September. 

 

 

Parish and town councils wishing to request the transfer of ownership of a village hall or open space are 
encouraged to get in touch with our Asset Management Team. 
We recognise that in many cases parish and town councils make the best custodians of such assets, being 
ideally placed to shape communities and improve places that local people care about. 
Experience gained from a number of transfers 
completed to date has shown this approach 
presents opportunities to create stronger, more 
cohesive and sustainable communities, enhancing 
the role of town and parish councils and enabling 
buildings to be enhanced. You also have access to 
resources from sources not available to our 
Council. 
Prior to vesting day on 1 April 2021 Daventry 
District Council and Northampton Borough Council 
transferred a number of assets to town and parish 
councils.  
Others have since been approved by our Cabinet, 
with some in the system nearing conclusion.  

• We currently have five (total) active transfers in solicitors hands with Billing, Hardingstone, 
Wootton and Upton Parish Councils 

• We have had a further 29 (total) requests for additional transfers from East Hunsbury, Wootton, 
Duston Parish Council that are currently under review by the Council.  

There has lots to catch up on here and we have needed to build up capacity, but if you wish to make a 
new request for a local open space or community hall to be transferred to your parish or town council, 
please email assetmanagementmailbox.nbc@westnorthants.gov.uk providing details of the land 
(ideally with a plan) and a brief outline of why you think it should be transferred.  
It should not be assumed that all requests will be possible, but where this is appropriate, we will work 
closely with you to achieve the transfer. 

Driving forward new highways contract  

  

Looking after our community assets 

  

mailto:assetmanagementmailbox.nbc@westnorthants.gov.uk


   
 

   
 

 

 

By Councillor Rebecca Breese, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning, Built Environment & 
Rural Affairs on West Northamptonshire Council 
It has been a challenging year bringing together the four previous local planning authorities into a new 
single planning unit – albeit with their own Local Plans to guide local policies.  
Each of the four previous planning authorities had their own 
processes and IT, ways of conducting planning committees, 
managing any call-in of applications, managing the public interface 
in terms of planning applications, and approach to enforcement. 
Policy work is also ongoing with two adopted Part 2 Local Plans (for 
the Daventry and South Northants areas) and one in its final stages 
(Northampton Borough) and the work required to deliver the 
updated West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan is also ramping up, 
currently analysing consultation responses towards rigorous site 
assessment. 
This is alongside ongoing work on our many Conservation Areas 
and other Supplementary Planning Documents. 
Some of the key points in planning over the past year have included: 

• The Northampton Local Plan Part 2 has been through Examination and subject to some 
modifications, should soon be adopted by the Council. 

• The first public consultation response for the revision of the West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan 
brought in more than 1,600 responses - an exceptional number - and contained valuable 
observations to guide the next phase. 

• There is now a single enforcement policy and team operating across West Northamptonshire, with 
a single online access point. This has streamlined processes and responses and includes a 
useful Q&A page to inform the public 

• The whole Planning Department is undergoing a programme of transformation to unify the teams 
in terms of IT, culture, process and location in order to increase resilience, capacity and 
productivity 

• After a period of hiatus, redacted objections are again being published on the planning portal, so 
you can see residents’ comments and they can view yours. 

• Consistently high numbers of planning applications reflect ongoing resilience and confidence in the 
local economy. 

Over the year we have learnt how important it is to develop effective communication with Parish Councils, 
and work is ongoing to develop and perfect how we do this, via this monthly newsletter, as well as 
through Parish Forums and direct communication. 
 

Residents across town and parish councils are being urged to come together to give their communities a  

We are pleased to announce that the Council has secured funding from 
the Welcome Back Fund to buy hundreds of litter-picking sets for 
community groups to borrow.  
Each kit includes litter pickers, sacks and bag hoops to assist with litter 
picking, as well as a step-by-step guide for holding a litter pick, to help 
groups plan a safe, effective and well supported event.  
WNC can also pick up and dispose of sacks of litter that have been 
collected from public land. It is hoped that other groups across West 
Northants will use the sets to organise community litter picks during the 
Great British Spring Clean - which runs until 10 April - as well as throughout the year. More information 
on borrowing the equipment and booking a litter collection can be found on our website  

Supporting the Great British Spring Clean   

Planning focus: a look back on our first year   

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/planning-applications-and-enforcement/planning-enforcement
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/planning-applications-and-enforcement/planning-enforcement
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/planning-applications-and-enforcement/planning-enforcement
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-street-cleaning/west-northamptonshire-litter-charter-and-litter-picking
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-street-cleaning/west-northamptonshire-litter-charter-and-litter-picking


   
 

   
 

 
 
We are encouraging residents and businesses to make 
personal pledges on how they will do their bit to make West 
Northants a more sustainable place to live and work. 
A number of town and parish representatives were among 
those who attended the recent launch of Sustainable West 
Northants – an ambitious new approach towards protecting 
and improving the local environment, economy and society for 
future generations. 
The initiative aims to ensure everyone is working towards the 
same objectives and targets for developing sustainability, 
which are being mapped against global goals set by the United 
Nations. 
This will only succeed if everybody gets involved, so we are 
asking residents, businesses and other organisations across 
West Northants to share their own steps and ideas to help 
make a difference, by making a Sustainability Pledge and 
inspiring others. 
People can learn more and make sustainability pledges 
at sustainable.westnorthants.gov.uk - which will help the 
Council to measure efforts taking place across the area to 
protect and enhance West Northants. 
We have also this week unveiled WNC’s three key 
Sustainability Pledges – our primary commitments alongside 
the beginnings of a bold new strategy for steering forward 
resources and actions. Significant work is now going into the actions that will deliver these pledges. 
WNC’s pledges are to:  

• Net Zero the Council’s own emissions by 2030 and those of residents and businesses by 2045  
• Take a community leadership role for Sustainability in West Northants 
• Ensure all Council strategies and policies are aligned to and contribute to the delivery of the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
 
 
Hundreds of trees were planted across West Northamptonshire in March as part 
of the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
Residents, community groups and parish councillors from Upton and St Crispin’s 
in Northampton planted over 400 trees across the weekend of 26-27 March in St 
Crispin’s Park and Upton Country Park, with the help of the Land Trust and 
IdVerde. And scout groups from across Daventry have also been busy planting 
hundreds of trees at Daventry Country Park, with the support of the park ranger 
and the Friends of Daventry Country Park. 
It’s great to see your growing support for the Queen’s Green Canopy scheme, 
with more than 50 town and parish councils in our area joining in the initiative 
pledging to plant a total of 2260 trees as a lasting legacy to Her Majesty the 
Queen.  
 
There’s still lots of time to get your community involved - find out more by 
visiting the Queen’s Green Canopy section of our website 
 

Join in plans for a Sustainable West Northants 
 

Hundreds more trees planted for the Queen 
 

https://sustainable.westnorthants.gov.uk/
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/queens-green-canopy


   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
Parishes and towns are pulling together in support of local efforts to help the people of Ukraine – and 
those keen to get involved can find out more at special session next week. 
The Government’s Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme allows people in the UK to offer a home 
to people fleeing the war. 
And from Moulton to Silverstone, Deanshanger to Weedon, Braunston to Towcester, people in towns and 
villages right across West Northamptonshire are offering to take in Ukrainian families.   
We know that many parishes are eager to assist, so please join us for an online Parishes 
Information and Workshop Session taking place at noon next Wednesday (13 April). All clerks 
will be sent on invitation to the online session with a joining link shortly. 
How our Council is supporting the scheme 
Our Council will be provided with £10,500 per person relocated to our area, from which we will be 
required to cover a wide range of essential support including: 

• Assessing host properties 
• Carrying out Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks on hosts – enhanced checks will be 

required for homes which will be hosting children or vulnerable adults 
• Providing immediate financial assistance, potentially until access to benefits and work entitlement 

is arranged 
• Continuing to support the household over the first 12 months and help with access to services and 

integration into UK systems and processes. 
We are working closely with our partners, 
drawing on the invaluable experience we 
gained during the Afghan resettlement 
programme, to ensure we meet the needs 
of these arrivals. 
We have opened lines of communication 
with sponsors in our area so we can build 
on our understanding of the responsibilities 
we have towards Ukrainians arriving in 
West Northants, and to prioritise the 
accommodation and safeguarding checks 
we need to make.  
A team is being trained and mobilised to 
undertake the pre-arrival accommodation 
checks and facilitate the DBS applications, 
and we are also in the process of recruiting a new team of resettlement support officers to work with 
Ukrainians and deliver the support that they need over the next 12 months. 
Other ways people can help 
There are many ways people and local organisations can help with the resettlement process, from 
providing support within the community to donating specific items. 
Please encourage people in your parish area to offer support through this form launched by 
West and North Northamptonshire Councils last week. 
People can also help by donating to the Northamptonshire Welcome Fund, launched to help people 
fleeing war-torn Ukraine start building a new life in our county. 
The Government’s Ukraine Family Scheme 
A family visa scheme, administered by the Government, is also in place. This allows people who were 
living in Ukraine on or before 1 January this year to apply to join UK-based family members. More 
information can be found on the Government website 

Supporting the Homes for Ukraine scheme 
Find out more www.westnorthants.gov.uk/homesforukraine 

 

https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine
https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Ukrainian_support_offer
https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Ukrainian_support_offer
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/refugeewelcomefund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-ukraine-family-scheme-visa


   
 

   
 

 
 
 
More than 50,000 households have signed-up to our garden waste subscription service for the 
forthcoming year. 

And we would like to remind any of your residents who are yet to sign-up that 
it is not too late to do so. The annual subscription charge for the fortnightly 
service to April 2023 is £42 per bin, and this can be paid via debit or credit card 
at www.westnorthants.gov.uk/gardenwaste  

Those who are unable to get online can subscribe to the service by phoning 
the council on 0300 126 7000. 

Collection crews have a record of which households have subscribed for the 
service as they make their rounds, so residents will be able to put their bin out 
on their next collection day as soon as they have paid, without the need to 
wait for their sticker to arrive. 

The garden waste subscription service has been running successfully in the 
Northampton and Daventry areas for some time, but is new to the South 
Northants area, where more than 16,000 homes have subscribed to the new 
service to-date. 

Councillor Phil Larratt, Portfolio Holder for Environment, Highways, Transport 
and Waste on West Northamptonshire Council, said: “We have been pleased 
with the response to the garden waste subscription service so far, but it’s 
important to remember that it’s not too late to sign-up. 

“Due to the large demand, there are times when the website and phone lines 
can be busy, and we are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause people. 
However we would ask anyone who experiences difficulties paying their 
subscription online to please be patient and try again later. 

“If you can’t access the internet or don’t feel confident to do so then you can always phone us on our 
main number or pop along to our offices, where we’ll be happy to guide you through the process.” 

People who do not wish to sign up to the service have the option of home composting, with the chance to 
buy a discounted composter bin for £10 at getcomposting.com Residents can also recycle garden 
waste at any of the Council’s household waste recycling centres.  

Residents who would like the Council to remove their unused garden waste bin will be able to request 
this, and details of how to do this will be published later in the spring. 

More information about the service, including a comprehensive list of FAQs, can be found at 
www.westnorthants.gov.uk/gardenwaste  

 

 

Residents in Great Houghton will go to the polls next month to decide whether they agree with a 
proposed neighbourhood development plan for their area.  

Preparations are under way for the referendum on Thursday, 5 May when parishioners will be asked to 
vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on whether the Neighbourhood Development Plan for Great Houghton should be used to 
help decide planning applications in their area. Find out more information here. 

 

Still time to subscribe to garden waste 
 

Planning referendum in Great Houghton 
 

http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://getcomposting.com/
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/elections-and-voting/election-notices/notice-neighbourhood-planning-referendum-great-houghton


   
 

   
 

 

 

We would like to thank everyone who contributed to our first Big Conversation with Clever 
Together about the future of West Northamptonshire. 

It was great to hear about the things that make it great to live in West Northants, as well as a wide range 
of ideas and suggestions for future improvements. 

The conversation has now closed and during April the results will be analysed and used to support future 
improvements in local areas, and how we work as a new council. 

The findings 

There were more than 6,000 interactions during the Big 
Conversation with more than 5,000 votes and over 280 ideas and 
300 comments.  

People told us that some of the key things that matter to them 
are being close to nature, having access to open spaces and 
striking the balance between rural and urban living. 

Local residents also expressed a desire to get more involved in 
protecting the environment and helping to create more energy 
efficient homes. 

There is a lot of pride from local residents who are really 
interested in the future of West Northants as well as what 
the Council wants to do. 

People are also keen to seen more connected greenways 
and cycle paths, seeing a more joined up approach to tackling climate 
change and are keen to see more nature areas with wild flowers in their neighbourhoods.  

We will share more results from the Big Conversation as well as some of the actions we intend to take in 
the next few months. Find out more about the Big Conversation 

 

 

Towns and parishes are set to be at the heart of events to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, with 
applications for street closures coming in thick and fast as groups organise street parties. 

A packed weekend of activities are being organised from 2 to 5 June, including official beacon-lighting 
ceremonies on Bank Holiday Thursday, a countywide jubilee pageant through Northampton on the 
Saturday and a Big Lunch at Delapre Abbey on the Sunday.  
Communities are being encouraged to get involved in a range of activities, from lighting beacons and 
hosting street parties and big lunches.  
If your town or parish is currently organising events and activities for the jubilee, please contact us and 
WNC will help to promote and share your activities more widely – email 
queensjubilee@westnorthants.gov.uk 
You can find more information about organising street parties and big lunches, 
including how to apply for road closures, on our website at 
www.westnorthants.gov.uk/queensjubilee 
Local community and voluntary groups can apply for a series of grants to help fund 
arts and sport projects commemorating the jubilee, including Arts Council England’s 
Let’s Create Jubilee Fund and Sport England’s Platinum Jubilee Activity Fund  

Thank you for joining our Big Conversation 
 

Tell us about your Jubilee celebrations 
 

https://thrive.westnorthants.gov.uk/welcome
https://thrive.westnorthants.gov.uk/welcome
https://thrive.westnorthants.gov.uk/welcome
mailto:queensjubilee@westnorthants.gov.uk
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/queensjubilee
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/let%E2%80%99s-create-jubilee-fund
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/let%E2%80%99s-create-jubilee-fund
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/queens-platinum-jubilee-activity-fund#submityourapplication-16505


   
 

   
 

 

 

 

Historic buildings, churches and other heritage venues across West Northamptonshire will be open to the 
public for free as part of the national Heritage Open Days event this September. 

The initiative is a once-a-year opportunity for people to explore unique historic buildings and sites, many 
of which are usually restricted access. 

Groups that would like to register an historic site or event for one of the Heritage Open Days, and feature 
in West Northamptonshire Council's promotional printed brochure for free, are urged to 
email economy@westnorthants.gov.uk for more information. 

The deadline for registrations is 6 May 2022. 

 

 

 

Connecting our towns and parishes with better 
broadband connectivity is a key priority for the 
Superfast Northamptonshire project.  
The Superfast Northamptonshire team is working 
closely with Building Digital UK (BDUK) - the agency 
which manages the government’s intervention 
programme to improve broadband connectivity 
across the UK. 
Fibre broadband across West Northamptonshire 
The Superfast Northamptonshire project has supported the delivery of superfast broadband to over 
50,000 premises in West Northamptonshire through its contracts with Openreach, providing access to 
speeds of 24Mbps (megabits per second) to 80Mbps through fibre to the cabinet technology.  
The project has also enabled full fibre connectivity to more than 18,500 premises in rural West 
Northamptonshire (gigabit capable 1,000Mbps) through its contracts with Gigaclear, including 3,500 
intervention premises. You can find out more about the Roll Out schedule here  
Broadband coverage in West Northamptonshire is performing strongly. Almost 52% of premises can now 
take up full fibre services (the optimum broadband technology). This compares to 32.5% on average for 
England. Just three years ago less than 7% of Northamptonshire premises were served by full fibre.  
More than 73% of premises in West Northamptonshire now have access to gigabit capable broadband 
(this includes Virgin Media’s cable); this compares to 68% for England. 99% of premises have access to 
superfast broadband of 30Mbps or more. 
What’s next? 
The trajectory is good but there is more to be done, including to tackle those who suffer from the poorest 
speeds. A boost in commercial telecoms investment in the next few years, along with Project Gigabit, 
should support continued progress to deliver against local targets.  
These are for at least 80% of premises to have full fibre connectivity and at least 90% served by gigabit 
capable broadband by the end of 2028. You can read updates on Project Gigabit here  
Find out more 
If you have any enquiries about broadband coverage in West Northamptonshire, you can email the team 
at bigidea.ncc@northnorthants.gov.uk You can also follow them on Twitter @SFastNorthants 
For more information about Superfast Northamptonshire and broadband news go to the project website 
at www.superfastnorthamptonshire.net 
 

Heritage Open Days to return this autumn 

Supporting the rollout of fibre broadband 

mailto:economy@westnorthants.gov.uk
https://www.superfastnorthamptonshire.net/when-and-where/Pages/roll-out-schedule.aspx
https://www.superfastnorthamptonshire.net/how-we-are-delivering/Pages/building-digital-uk-project-gigabit.aspx
mailto:bigidea.ncc@northnorthants.gov.uk
http://www.twitter.com/sfastnorthants


   
 

   
 

 
 
 
Farthinghoe’s popular reuse and recycling centre has reopened under new management. 
The facility, off the A422 Banbury Road, between Brackley and 
Middleton Cheney, opened its doors under new management in March, 
following refurbishment by our Council. 
It is now run by Northamptonshire-based Ace Reuse Recycling and 
operates five days a week in line with other household waste and 
recycling centres across the county, closing on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 
The operator will be making improvements to the reuse shop on site 
and will also work with Grow Wild to provide environmental outreach 
projects for people with disabilities. 
Open from 9am to 5pm, the site will continue to accept the same range of materials for recycling and 
reuse as previously. 
 
 
 
Residents in the former Daventry District area of West Northants are now able to recycle small electrical 
items and batteries as part of their kerbside collections. 
Under the scheme, people can place old electrical items no bigger 
than the volume of a plastic carrier bag on top of their black 
general waste bin for collection every three weeks. 
Household batteries and any small item with a plug or battery can 
be recycled, including hairdryers, kettles, toasters, hair 
straighteners, power tools, electrical toys, phones, remote controls, 
radios, clippers and shavers. 
All the items collected are then separated into different 
components for reuse, recycling or safe disposal. 
The new service brings the Daventry area into line with 
Northampton and South Northants, where these collections are 
already offered. 
Councillor Phil Larratt, our Portfolio Holder for Environment, 
Highways, Transport and Waste, said: “Many of us have broken or 
older unwanted items to dispose of, but these items contain 
valuable plastics and metals that can be recovered or recycled for 
use in new products. There are a finite amount of precious 
materials on the planet, so it’s very important we reuse as many of 
them as we can. 
“I’m always impressed by how quickly our residents embrace new 
methods of recycling, and I’m sure the people of the Daventry area will make very good use of this new 
service.” 
Larger electrical items such as washing machines and fridges should be taken to household waste 
recycling centres or can be collected through the council’s bulky waste collection service. 
Car batteries and industrial batteries can be also taken to the household waste recycling centres. 
Find out more information about waste and recycling services across West Northamptonshire  
 
 
 

Recycling centre now reopen following refurb  

Electrical items collection scheme extended 
 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-street-cleaning


   
 

   
 

 
 
Here’s a monthly round-up of the news releases and updates published by WNC in recent weeks – don’t 
forget you can keep up-to-date with these and search our news archive on our website at 
www.westnorthants.gov.uk/news  

• Major milestone for future secondary school students 
• Sixfields land deal to be considered at 8 March Cabinet meeting 
• Red carpet rolled out for launch of Daventry's new cinema 
• Decision is to be made on the offers for land at Sixfields 
• Work begins on Northampton North-West Relief Road 
• Prosecutions brought over fly-tipping and littering offences 
• West Northants rallies to help Ukrainian refugees 
• 'Covid-19 vaccination remains the best line of defence' 
• Councils to honour social care workers in Covid-19 Remembrance service 
• Celebrating the inspirational women of West Northants 
• Cabinet opts to accept bid for Sixfields land 
• Starship Technologies extends robot delivery service in Northampton 
• Queen’s Jubilee marked with tree planting in popular Northampton park 
• The Knife Angel is coming to Northampton 
• 'Be sure to grab a jab ahead of Mothering Sunday' 
• Housing and community safety issues tackled in Semilong 
• Farthinghoe recycling centre to reopen following refurbishment 
• Families of children with SEND invited to take part in Peer Review 
• Subscriptions for West Northants garden waste service 
• Daventry to Banbury bus service set to continue 
• New litter picking equipment available to communities 
• Museum to host spring fashion show 
• West Northants Primary Schools to take part in e-safety workshops 
• Please remain Covid-cautious, say interim Public Health Directors 
• Warning over unlicensed waste carriers following prosecution 
• Celebrating English Tourism Week in West Northamptonshire 
• New vehicle maintenance contract agreed for South Northants Area 
• West Northamptonshire Council finalises its budget for maintained nursery schools 
• Applications now open to be part of Northampton Pride 2022 
• Homes for Ukraine scheme co-ordination in Northants 
• Celebrate Mother's Day in a Covid-safe way, public health directors urge 
• West Northants Council to provide over £1,000,000 support to help those most in need 
• Pledge your support for a more Sustainable West Northants  | West Northamptonshire Council 
• Get involved in the Great British Spring Clean 
• Have your say on what your future Market Square should host 
• Council’s first birthday: a year of challenges and achievements 
• Incredible response to appeal for Ukraine support 
• Hundreds of trees planted in March to mark Queen’s Jubilee 
• Meet the Vikings at Abington Park Museum this Sunday 
• Electrical items recycling service extended to Daventry area 
• Discover West Northamptonshire’s history during Heritage Open Days 

This month’s news releases from WNC 
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