Mrs Caroline Barnby
Senior Technical Support Officer

Planning Policy & Growth Strategy Team

South Northants Council

The Forum

Moat Lane

Towcester

NN12 6AD

9th June 2018

REF: The Designation of the Jubilee Field, Upper Boddington as a Local Green Space.

Dear Mrs Barnby

I support Boddington Parish Council’s opinion that the above field should NOT be designated a Local Green Space.

The Localism Act 2012 was intended to allow local people through a democratic process, to decide the way their community is developed. This proposed designation cuts across the whole idea of the Localism Act.
‘Nominated sites could be justified if they presented at least one of five characteristics: beauty, tranquillity, recreational value, historic significance or riches of wildlife.’ 

I do not believe that Jubilee Field offers anything, which is not already available within this community.
Beauty: The Jubilee Field is not beautiful. The views West are visually attractive. However, the same views are available, with a much wider panoramic field of view along the Buckle, the road connecting Upper and Lower Boddington where there is a public footpath and several vantage points to stop. There is also a bench donated by the WI. The Parish is surrounded by beautiful countryside, so the Jubilee Field is not unique. 

Historical significance: Although the site is a designated archaeological asset that does not make it sufficiently significant to fulfil the criteria. The SNC Design and Conservation team concluded in 2017 that “Archaeology is present within the village, some of which is believed to be sections of the former settlement, however this adds little to its current character”

Recreational value: Recreation is an activity of leisure, leisure being discretionary time. The "need to do something for recreation" is an essential element of human biology and psychology. 59% of respondents in the Parish Plan said that they either never or rarely used the Jubilee Field, whereas 85% use the local bridleways and footpaths. It cannot be said that the site is demonstrably significant to the community as a whole.
Tranquility: Boddington is a country parish not an urban town. Tranquility is a feature of the whole parish. The Jubilee Field is not exceptional in this respect.
Wildlife and biodiversity: Again, we are surrounded by wildlife. There are more significant sites including Boddington meadow nature reserve managed by the Wildlife Trust.
The field was bought in 2012 for £100,000 to control any future development. The cost to the parish including maintenance during the lifetime of the 15 year loan is likely to be £120,000. This is a heavy financial burden for the parish. We have seen our Precept double of the last 4 years. This is a parish asset used by a minority, mainly those whose homes surround the field. There is little support beyond. 
The Parish plan indicated that the majority of respondents would like to see partial development of the Jubilee field with affordable housing.

The Parish Council has a fiduciary duty to maintain the value and to make the best use of all of it’s assets. Designating the Jubilee Field as a Local Green Space will prevent any proposed development both now and for many years to come. It will reduce the financial value considerably and remove any options for the future.
The Parish Council are currently investigating partial development of the field to provide much needed affordable and accessible housing. This would be a much needed and major investment for the whole parish and it’s future.

Yours sincerely

Signed

Name and address 

Please note that your address will be redacted by SNC
